In this powerful, but accessible, new study, John R. Bowen draws on a full range of work in social anthropology to present Islam in ways that emphasize its constitutive practices, from praying and learning to judging and political organizing. Starting at the heart of Islam -revelation and learning in Arabic lands -Bowen shows how Muslims have adapted Islamic texts and traditions to ideas and conditions in the societies in which they live. 
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Note on transliteration The pleasure is all the greater for the ways in which Islamic studies and social anthropology have grown closer over the past generation. If in the past the former guarded the temple of high scripture, and the latter the thicket of contextualized knowledge, today we work together to trace practices of referring to the Islamic tradition in diverse and often competing ways. We bring together the tools of philology and fieldwork, pay attention to the magisterial reading and the marginal citation, study in the palace court and the law court. I once was called "a real anthropologist" by an old-school theologian, as a way of saying that I listened to the wrong people, ignorant villagers and poorly trained jurists, and could not be bothered to distinguish between "good" and "bad" readings of texts. Other scholars were denounced as "Orientalists" for focusing on writings of the intellectuals of the distant past, those who had produced the canonical "good" readings. Today, more often we combine forces to see how villagers and intellectuals use the writings
